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Report Findings from the Original Committee:

● This book serves as a mirror or a window for some of our students.  The feeling of being a different gender is

unique.

● In order for something to be considered pornography its sole purpose has to be to pleasure and excite sexually.

This book was not meant to be erotic or entertaining, but to be used as information.  It was not used to arouse. It

does not meet the criteria of pronography. These are normal thoughts of sexuality for teenagers.

● The book was an encouraging and uplifting account on what it means to not understand who you are or your

place in the area of LGBTQ.  It offers important information on diversity.  It is difficult to find these types of

books. It is extremely well done, literary, intelligent and honest.  It is meant to be a guide for people trying to find

themselves.

● A committee member shared that gender non-conforming adolesence is at a high risk of suicide. It is an

incredible contribution to the library. It is  a wonderful choice for those who are non-binary.

● The pictures are not used for arousal. The symbols and literary ideas would speak to a lot of students. I'm ok with

my kids reading it, and they are freshman and college level. I think it would be too  dangerous to remove from

the library.

● I found this book very powerful, and I am thankful that it’s available. I have empathy for those who may be

struggling with these concerns. I shared this book with my junior. It’s powerful, and it touches on emotions and

mental health.  This book may help someone contemplating suicide so that they may not feel alone with their

struggles. This book is helpful.

● I have a junior with language disabilities. I  look at the book and think that if my child had these questions about

themselves, I would want them to read it.

● Usually when a book is being talked about among the community,  kids check it out, and that has not been the

case with this one.

● The images are shocking, but only shocking when taken out of context. When it is put into context with the

emotion being described, it’s not the same.  It's not just an image.  It’s about a person going through an

emotional struggle.  It is not meant for arousal.

● The pictures are consensual.  I Know Why the Cage Bird Sings is not a graphic novel, but has a vivid description of

non-consensual sex. It’s because it’s visual and that’s what is making parents upset. This is consensual and

exploratory between two adults.

● I do not find these images shocking. There is an undercurrent that this is abnormal and deviant.

● Committee consensus was to retain in high school libraries without restriction.

Appeal Committee Findings:

● There was discussion about how books are selected and where they are placed.

● There was discussion about the differing opinions of the committee and how some struggled with their thoughts

about the text.

Appeal Committee Recommendation:

● Uphold the findings of the Challenge Committee.
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